Debate Structure
English 10- Macbeth

What is a debate?

A debate is a well-organized argument.
Debating has strict rules of conduct and
sophisticated arguing techniques. You
may be in a position where you will have
to argue the opposite of what you
believe.
In some ways, a debate is a verbal
version of a persuasive essay.

What is the topic?
Topics are often about current issues, general
philosophies, or ideas. As in all arguments, there are
at least two sides to any topic. The team agreeing
with the resolved topic is called the AFFIRMATIVE
side and the team that disagrees with the resolved
topic is called the NEGATIVE side.

Resolved: Macbeth is to blame
for his own death.

Speaker Roles

With a debate, each speaker has a
specific role they must fulfill to help
their team. These roles include the
introductory speakers, rebuttal,
questioning, closing remarks.
How can you best help your team? What
are your strengths? Research? Finding
data? Making an argument?
Summarizing the other side’s points?

st

1 Affirmative--Macbeth is to
blame for his own death.

◆ Define the topic. Explain how Macbeth is to blame. You
have 3 minutes.
◆ Present some of your team’s claims and anticipate
potential counter-arguments.
◆ Outline briefly what each speaker on your team will
address.
◆ Use ethos, pathos, and logos and consider using figures
of speech when you present.
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1 Negative--Macbeth is not to
blame for his own death
◆ Present some of the negative team claims to
support your argument. You have 3 minutes.
◆ Outline briefly what your team will say.
Anticipate potential counter-arguments.
◆ Present the first half of the negative team's
case.
◆ Use ethos, pathos, and logos and consider using
figures of speech when you present.

2

nd

Affirmative

◆ Reaffirm your position.
◆ Present the second half of the affirmative case.
◆ Use ethos, pathos, and logos and consider using
figures of speech when you present.

2

nd

Negative

◆ Reaffirm the negative position.
◆ Present the second half of the
negative's case.
◆ Use ethos, pathos, and logos and consider using
figures of speech when you present.

Rebuttal
Each team will counter the opposing side’s claims.
1. Simply saying that the other side is wrong is not
enough. Use specific data from the play.
2. Pick the important points -- try to rebut the
VIPS of the other side's case. This means you
must take notes when the other side speaks.
3. Do not criticize the individual speaker, criticize
what they say.
You will have 2 minutes each, twice.

Questioning
Each team will have the opportunity to question
the other side. Here is where you can point out
flaws in the other team’s argument. You should try
to anticipate some questions, but many will be the
result of your response to the other team
1. Be as specific as possible--quote the other team
(this means you need to take notes).
2. Use the text whenever possible to support your
questions. (Isn’t it true, that on page 47,
Macbeth says…)

Summation
Each team will compose a summation or a closing
speech.
1. Restate your claims and your argument.
2. Present closure to your argument. Try to have a
strong final line.
3. Do not bring in any new points to your closing.

Work as a Team
1. Brainstorm as a team the kinds of arguments you can
make. Create a Google Doc for your group.
2. As a team, decide who will have each role, based on each
person’s strength.
3. Do your research and use direct lines from the play to
prove your point.
4. Compose your argument/ speech.
5. Work as a team. Try to figure out what the other team
might use as an argument, and create a counter-argument.
Anticipate questions the other team may have for you.

•Be aware of what your team/partner(s) plans are.

•Do not work alone and risk being redundant, make the
most of your team’s time.

