
the GREAT ESCAPE 

COPING WITH THE 

GREAT DEPRESSION 



Why was this so 
important 

in the 1930s?  

people needed to escape 
from the harsh reality of 

the great depression. 



leisure activities 

� Gardening 

� Mini golf (10 cents to play 18 holes) 

� Volunteer work 

� Film (25 cents for a movie) 

� Auctions 

� Radio (Tarzan, Amos n’ andy, and so on) 

� Dancing (swing) 

� Reading newspapers & comics (betty boop) 

� Loitering around shops 

� Sports  



music 
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http://e08595.medialib.glogster.com/media/65/659a8b969ea263c427b4e393b7d9d3459a1cef4d6dbb69a3f4a9d2154bb6a0dd/jband.jpg
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music 

� the types of lyrics in songs reflect 
the hard times… 

 

1928: on the sunny side of the street 
(re-popularized) 

1930: happy days are here again 

1932: star dust, night & day 

1933: stormy weather 

1939: over the rainbow (for the wizard 
of oz movie) 



On the Sunny Side of the Street 

Grab your coat, grab your hat, 
Leave your worries on the doorstep;  
Just direct your feet  
On the sunny side of the street 
 
Can’t you hear that pitter pat? 
And that happy tune is your step. 
Life can be so sweet 
On the sunny side of the street. 
 
I used to walk in the shade  
With those blues on parade, 
But I’m not afraid. 
This rover crossed over. 
 

If I never have a cent 
’ll be rich as Rockefeller, 
Gold dust at my feet 
On the sunny side of the street. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ystE8q2-jU


Somewhere over the 
rainbow 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-vzmMRLNo6-Y/UyJX4yb-9EI/AAAAAAAAAbM/xLE1s4fIU_g/s1600/nature_weather_rainbow_arc_2.png
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U016JWYUDdQ


 

Somewhere over the rainbow 

Way up high 

And the dreams that you dreamed of 

Once in a lullaby 

 

Somewhere over the rainbow 

Blue birds fly 

And the dreams that you dreamed of 

Dreams really do come true ooh oh 

 

Someday I'll wish upon a star 

Wake up where the clouds are far behind me 

Where trouble melts like lemon drops 

High above the chimney tops 

That's where you'll find me 



 

 

Oh, somewhere over the rainbow bluebirds fly 
And the dream that you dare to, 

Oh why, oh why can't I? 
 

Well I see trees of green and red roses too, 
I'll watch them bloom for me and you 

And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world 

 
Well I see skies of blue 

And I see clouds of white 
And the brightness of day 

I like the dark 
And I think to myself 

What a wonderful world 



The colors of the rainbow so pretty in the sky 
Are also on the faces of people passing by 

I see friends shaking hands 
Saying, "How do you do?" 

They're really saying, I...I love you 
 

I hear babies cry and I watch them grow, 
They'll learn much more than we'll know 

And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world  

 
Someday I'll wish upon a star, 

Wake up where the clouds are far behind me 
Where trouble melts like lemon drops 

High above the chimney top 
That's where you'll find me 

 
Oh, somewhere over the rainbow way up high 

And the dream that you dare to, why, oh why can't I? I?  



problem: 
 

Canadians were 
concerned that there 

was too much American 
influence in films and on 

the radio. 



solution: 
 

make a distinct Canadian 
radio network that would 
protect Canadian artists 

so…. 
beginning of the Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) 



RADIO 

� affordable for almost all  

� invasion of American programs 
continue though 

 

� comedy Æ Abbott & Costello 

� mystery Æ the Shadow 

� sports Æ hockey: Foster Hewitt’s  
   radio play-by-play 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTcRRaXV-fg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTcRRaXV-fg


COMICS 

� Hero: Superman 

� created in 1931 

� by Toronto-
born Joe 
Shuster and 
American friend 
Jerry Seigal 

http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/officialgallery/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/superman_1-1.JPG


FILM 

� 25 cents for a ticket 

� multiple escape genres 

(horrors, sci fi, comedy/musical, romance)  

� simplistic values:  

good vs evil, virtue won and crime doesn’t 
pay, true love ended in marriage 

� standard use of sound and beginning of 
technicolour in 1932 



Snow White & the Seven Dwarfs 
(1938) 

• Walt Disney produced first full-length 
animated cartoon. 

• first feature length animated film in colour 



The Wizard of Oz (1939) 

• one of the first films done in technicolour 



Gone with the Wind (1939) 



FILM 

known for the songs “On the Good Ship 
Lollypop” and “Animal Crackers”; started 

her career when she was 3 years old 

 

Shirley Temple 



film 

1933: King Kong 

Fay wray was “The Scream Queen 



sports 

Sports become more organized and 
popular as a form of entertainment! 

� Baseball (babe ruth) 

� Bluenose (racing schooner) 

� Boxing (heavy weight: joe louis) 

� Basketball (edmonton grads) 

� Table hockey (invented - don munro) 

� Hockey Hall of Fame 

“the golden age of hockey” 
� Maple Leaf Gardens Open 1931 

� 1932 Leafs win Stanley Cup (Imagine! It is possible!) 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5FTqTlpeUI


bizarre entertainment 

good news – happy, healthy babies! 
� First quintuplets known to have survived 

infancy 

� Medical marvels! 

� Born may 28, 1934 in corbeil, on 

� 5 sisters: emilie, annette, marie, cecile, 
yvonne 

� Taken away from parents and made wards of 
Ontario Government (supervised by doctor) 

dionne quintuplets 





bizarre entertainment 

� From 1926-1936 

� In the will of a Toronto Lawyer: 

 Charles Vance Millar 

� $$ to the woman who could produce the 
most babies in 10 yrs 

� 4 winners (each had nine babies) 

� $125,000 each 

great stork derby 

http://blog.hammacher.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/stork-derby-baby.gif

