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Once upon a time… The Europeans valued new/
exciting goods (like spices, silk, 
etc) from Asia and other places

Every day… - Europeans used land trade 
routes which were dangerous 
and expensive 

They would use land trade 
routes to get the goods (such 
as the Silk Road), which were 
dangerous and expensive 

Historical Event

But, one day… - Portuguese began using the 
ocean/water as trade routes 
(became wealthy); Europe 
became aware/curious of 
exploration  

- Americas were “discovered” 

The Europeans (more 
particularly, the Portuguese) 
began looking towards the 
ocean for trade routes. The 
Portuguese became wealthy 
from their new trade route to 
India by water, and the rest of 
Europe became aware/curious 
of exploration which lead to 
the “discovery” of the 
Americas 

Web of Causes and 
Consequences

- Caravel on water 

- Image of spices with hands 
surrounding it  

 

- map of Silk Road with 
images of Europeans in front 
of it (medieval style artwork) 



Because of that… - Americas were “colonized” 

The Americas were 
“colonized” by the Europeans; 
they gained wealth from the 
new goods that were taken 
back home

Because of that… - Europeans brought their own 
things/inventions/goods/
diseases to the Americas 

The Europeans brought their 
own things to the Americas, 
such as foods (coffee, sugar, 
various grains, etc) and animals 
(pigs, cows, horses, etc). They 
also brought things they were 
not aware of, like disease, 
which decimated the 
indigenous population

Because of that… - Europeans developed 
plantation system; used slavery  

The Europeans began to take 
people from their homes and 
developed a “plantation 
system” which was reliant on 
slavery
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- Image of overlapped (sugar, 
coffee, animals, disease 
*skull*) 

- Chains 

- Christopher Columbus in 
front of Americas with ships 
and goods (rough example 
below) 

- OR Christopher Columbus in 
front of America 

 



Consequences 

Until finally... The Columbian Exchange was 
created

The Story Spine My Outline AR ObjectWeb of Causes and 
Consequences

- map of Columbian 
Exchange with images of 
trade in front 

 

 

 



And, ever since then... The impacts of these actions 
(such as slavery, trade, and 
globalization) still continue to 
heavily affect our daily lives      

The Story Spine My Outline AR ObjectWeb of Causes and 
Consequences

- globe with shadows of 
people coming from it 

 


